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For Notice Board 

 

The Education Centre, Tralee 
Local Professional Development Programme 

Summer Courses 

2018 
THE EDUCATION CENTRE, 

DROMTACKER, TRALEE 

066 - 7195000  

www.edcentretralee.ie 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REGISTRATION FEE = €50.00 

There is No Fee applicable in the case of Teacher/ Artist 

Partnership…Course 

 

DURATION - 9.30am- 2.00pm DAILY 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

EPV DAYS 
 

TEACHERS WHO ATTEND THE FULL 20 HOUR SUMMER COURSE WILL QUALIFY FOR 3 EXTRA PERSONAL VACATION DAYS. 

 

To book a place on any of these courses please register and then book online at : 

www.edcentretralee.ie 

 
These Courses are supported by the Teacher Education Section of 

The Department of Education and Skills  

 

 

 

http://www.edcentretralee.ie/
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A unique summer course that offers teachers the opportunity to explore the nature and 
educational value of partnerships between teachers and artists in supporting arts education in 

schools 

This Course potentially improves literacy, numeracy & well-being in all schools including DEIS. It will be offered across the 
Education Centre Network (21 Centres) in 2018 supported by the Department of Education & Skills & Creative Ireland Fund  

If this idea excites you then this course is definitely for you! 

Many schools across the country are engaged in projects with artists, ranging from one-off artist visits to longer term 
projects, and in a variety of art forms.  If you are currently engaged in such a project or are planning one for the coming year, 
then this course will be of interest to you. This course looks at the ways in which working with an artist in school can be 
enhanced in order to provide meaningful experiences for children and a lasting impact on school practice. Particular 
emphasis will be on the role of the teacher and artist, their unique contributions to projects and the significant benefits that 
can accrue from a dynamic teacher/artist relationship in the planning and implementation of projects. Placing the 
teacher/artist project within the overall Arts Curriculum in schools and exploration of practical issues will be central. 

 The Course draws on research in the field and looks at practical teacher/artist projects and partnerships that have been 
undertaken in schools recently. Various art forms will be explored and participants will have opportunities to explore their 
own creativity throughout the week.  

Course tutors are teachers and artists who have been involved in such projects and participants on the course will include 
both teachers and local artists. If you are looking to improve your understanding of arts education, to improve Arts 
Curriculum integration in your classroom, to work with a Partner in the field of 'The Arts' , to engage with a professional 
artist as a way of improving your own arts teaching skills then this course is for YOU!   

 Schools Principals might consider this course in the context of the Government’s Creative Ireland Programme - featuring 
“Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child” in Pillar 1 ( creative. ireland.ie) and the overall development of arts education  
in your school community. It may be useful to consider attendance, which includes more than one teacher or even whole 
school participation.  

A Teacher/ Artist Residency programme will be available to a limited number of the schools in 2018-2019. Only schools 
whose teachers participate in the summer course 2018  will be eligible for a residency. While there is no guarantee that your 
school will have access to a residency in 2018-2019 the course will provide you with the skills and knowledge to support you 
and your school in your implementation of the Arts Curriculum. This course should be of particular interest also  to schools 
interested in the Creative Clusters national programme.  

Booking is free & on-line for this course at www.edcentretralee.ie 

 
2nd – 6th July in The Education Centre, Tralee   18TRA034 

Teacher/ Artist partnership facilitators: Marie O’ Connell & Maria Svensson  

18TRA034

http://www.edcentretralee.ie/
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The Living Classroom   Learning through Gardening 18TRA030 
 
Venue:  Gortbrack Organic Farm, Ballyseedy, Tralee. County Kerry  
Date:     2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenters:  Ian McGrigor & Niamh Ní Dhúill 
 
The course is a practical hands - on week of learning in the beautiful setting of Gortbrack Organic Farm, Ballyseedy, 
Tralee.   
Elements covered include planning and designing the Living Classroom, basic gardening skills, outdoor classroom 
management and linking the formal and informal Curriculum within the Living Classroom. 
 Promoting Well-being through the Living Classroom  is a central feature of this Course. The objective is to 
introduce teachers to the concept of using the school grounds as an educational resource or ‘Living Classroom’ 
where practical activities can be undertaken to support and implement the Curriculum formally and informally.  
The development of Literacy and Numeracy skills and  the promotion of life skills leading to positive well-being and 
health are predominant themes throughout the Course. The Course will also enable participants to work with their 
pupils to assess their particular school grounds and plan long term improvements. 

 
 

                                                                                                           

Aistear  18TRA31 The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework (NCCA, 2009)                   
Venue:  Holy Family NS, Balloonagh, Tralee. County Kerry  
Dates:  2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenters: Bríd O’Shea  
 

Looking for new ideas for teaching literacy and mathematics in a fun way? Or perhaps, thinking about teaching 
through PLAY?  
If so, then register for this action-packed Summer Course, which has been designed by the Network of Education 
Centres in collaboration with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA). 
This course explores Aistear and provides lots of practical ideas for using Aistear and specifically the play 
guidelines, in your INFANT classroom. Take a look at other teachers’ resources for play and find out how they plan 
for, resource, support and assess children’s learning through play. Gather new ideas for developing young 
children’s oral language, emergent writing and mathematical learning. 
 
This course will also link closely with the new Primary Language Curriculum for Junior Infants –Second Class 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
Mindfulness and Meditation through the medium of Art  18TRA029 

 
*This Course is being offered twice in July based on demand 
 
Venue:  Blennerville NS Tralee Co Kerry 
Dates:  2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenter: Nikki Roberts   
 

Venue:   Tech Amergin Waterville Co Kerry                                

Dates:              9th – 13th July 2018 

Presenter: Nikki Roberts                                                                  
 

This course provides the participants with tools to support their own positive mental health and wellbeing and that 
of their students through the medium of art and meditative practices.   In a relaxed and supportive environment it 
explores how art and meditation can be used to manage stress, increase ability to cope in challenging situations 
and build mental and emotional resilience.  

 
 
 

Exploring Local Sites to develop a sense of place and wellbeing 18TRA035 
‘If you don’t know where you are currently standing, you’re dead’ Samuel Beckett. 

 
Venue:  Ardfert Central NS 
Dates:              2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenter: Billy O’Connor & Padraig O’Regan, Lisa O’Flaherty 
 
This course will provide teachers with an invaluable opportunity to develop a sense of place including a range of 
concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology. 
It will also provide an opportunity to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically. 
Researching historical and geographical information by researching and designing tasks, trails and treasure hunts, 
exploring sites and evaluating ideas in the local environment to develop within themselves and within the children 
a sense of place specific to their own classroom. 
 ‘Their historical understanding is enriched as they visit and investigate the buildings and common features of the 
locality and the lives of people who have lived there’. Curaclam na Bunscoile. 
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Tánaiste 18TRA036 

Venue:  St Brigid’s Secondary School Killarney  
Dates:  2nd – 6th July 2018 
Tutor:  PDST  
 

Tánaiste is a LEADERSHIP summer course designed specifically for Deputy Principals and Acting Deputy Principals, 
at Primary level, and provided by the PDST.  PDST School Leadership (Formerly LDS) have been delivering high 
quality CPD for school leaders since 2002.  The course provides opportunities for Deputy Principals to explore their 
leadership role in order to lead high quality teaching and learning in their school. It provides an opportunity to 
learn from facilitators and colleagues in similar roles with all resources having been designed or nuanced to reflect 
the Deputy Principal role. 
The course has an emphasis on effective communication and conflict management strategies, on the Principal and 
Deputy Principal as a leadership team, distributed leadership,leading change and positively impacting on the 
school’s learning culture. 

Primary Language Curriculum 18TRA037     

Venue:  Fossa NS Killarney 
Dates:     2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenter:   Angela Hayes 
 

The Primary Language Curriculum is a new integrated curriculum, which focuses on the teaching and learning of 
both English and Irish from Junior Infants to Second Class. This summer course will explore the three strands of the 
Primary Language Curriculum: Oral Language, Reading and Writing. The aim of this course is to help you become 
more familiar with the new curriculum and in particular, to help you become more comfortable in using the 
learning outcomes and the progression continua as a support in structuring teaching and learning experiences 
within your class. A range of methodologies and ideas will be discussed throughout the week, including the use of 
play as a methodology, the dialogic classroom, the transfer of skills across languages, etc. This will be an 
interesting and interactive summer course which teachers will find highly beneficial as they continue 
implementation of the Primary Language Curriculum in the coming year.  
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Using Rhythm in the Classroom 18TRA032  

                                            
Venue: The Education Centre, Tralee                                                                  
Dates:              2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenter:       Martin Schaerer                                                                                

This course is designed to build the repertoire of Primary school teachers in teaching Music  as well as introducing 
new ideas, methods and skills that can be used to integrate Music into literacy (oral language skills, listening and 
responding, following directions, communication skills, sound identification, develop auditory memory), numeracy 
(counting, skip counting, multiplication), PE (coordination, balance, kin-aesthetic activity), social and personal 
development, icebreakers, transitions, movement breaks, refreshers, etc.  
Teachers will be introduced to active and fun rhythmical activities such as body percussion, making up rhythms 
using words, cup rhythms on tables and songs and games, which they can use in their classrooms.  The course is 
designed to make the content easily accessible to teachers through hands -  on activities and practical application 
of learning. 

 

Teaching Science through inquiry with DPSM & SEAI 18TRA045 

Venue:  IT Tralee North Campus 

Dates:              2nd – 6th July 2018                                                                

Tutor:  Catherine Daly 
 
The course will include hands-on sessions based around the DPSM/ESERO Framework for Inquiry and a range of 
classroom based activities, which have been developed, tested and used widely by primary teachers. The 
DPSM/ESERO Framework for Inquiry has been developed by DPSM facilitators & teachers working with science 
education specialists and is designed to be used in the planning and teaching of a topic, or theme, on the SESE 
Science curriculum.     
Participants will also have an opportunity to undertake the Blennerville Windmill/Tralee Bay Wetlands Centre 
DPSM programmes at these accredited Discover Primary Science and Maths Centres which involves a range of 
fieldwork and classroom based activities 

                                                                                         .  
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Weaving Well-Being – Positive Psychology, Relationships and Resilience 18TRA038 

Venue:  Holy Family NS Balloonagh Tralee 
Dates:  2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenters: Outside the Box 
 

This face-to-face course provides an understanding of the science of Positive Psychology and offers practical and evidence-
based strategies for supporting children and teacher well-being. Linked to SPHE curriculum itaims to  

 Provide an understanding of Positive Psychology, the science of well-being 

 Explore the many benefits of enhancing children’s well-being 

 Explore research on resilience and mindfulness 

 Provide a range of strategies to support children’s resilience and self-efficacy 

 Explore strategies for developing positive relationships 

 Provide a range of strategies that can enhance children’s well-being in the areas of Positive Emotions, Character 
Strengths and Flow experiences 

 Provide ideas and strategies to support teacher well-being 

 Understand how each well-being intervention is grounded in the SPHE curriculum and how a whole-school approach 
can be supported by the SSE process, with particular reference to Well-Being in Primary Schools (DES, 2015) 

 Provide an overview of the Weaving Well-Being Programme and explore how the programme can be implemented in 
the classroom setting 
 

 

SALF- Assessment for Learning - A Practical Approach 18TRA039 

Venue:  Monastery NS New Rd Killarney 
Dates:  2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenters: Outside the Box personnel  
 

Using Assessment for Learning strategies, this face-to-face course clearly outlines the steps involved in creating, compiling 
and completing Self Assessment and Learning Folders with Junior, Middle and Senior classes in primary schools. 

The course aims to enable participants to explore and enhance their understanding of assessment including the (NCCA, 2007) 
continuum, the SSE process, school improvement planning, AfL & AoL. The rationale for assessment - Assessment strategies, 
approaches (in particular pupil self-assessment & the voice of the child) together with tools/resources for assessment 
practices to further develop a classroom culture that supports self-assessment practices. The role of parents – increasing the 
flow of information between the home and school. Provide opportunities for participants to reflect upon, question and share 
assessment practices and approaches 
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Primary Maths Summer Course 18TRA041 
Venue:                     Scoil Mhuire, Killorglin 
Dates:                      2nd – 6th July 2018 

Presenters:         PDST 
 
Teachers, Maths class can be the best part of you and your pupils’ day! 
This PDST Summer course will greatly enhance the maths teaching and learning in your classroom.   Experienced PDST advisors 
have designed a course to give teachers practical maths ideas for each class level from 1st – 6th.   It emphasises the necessity of 
hands-on experiences and talk and discussion, for enhancing pupils’ understanding of maths concepts with problem solving as 
a core purpose of maths teaching and learning.  Covering Measures, Fractions, Place-value, Shape and Space, Mental Maths 
with a Problem Solving focus interwoven throughout the week, your pupils will be communicating, reasoning and problem 
solving with a new confidence in their abilities and an understanding that there are multiple strategies and solutions to real-
life maths problems. A variety of assessment opportunities, including journaling and pupil self-assessment will also be 
explored.  You will leave this course with a bank of ideas and a renewed enthusiasm for hands-on maths teaching with your 
pupils. 

                                                                                                
 

 
 
 
 
PDST Physical Literacy Move Well, Move Often 18TRA042                                            
 

Venue:                       Cumann Iosaef Balloonagh Tralee                                                         
Dates:                        2nd – 6th July 2018   
Presenters:               PDST                       

 
Physical Literacy is the ability to move with confidence in a wide variety of physical activities in multiple environments that 
benefit the healthy development of the whole child. This summer course has been designed by PDST PE Advisors to support 
teachers in developing physical literacy, by focusing a lens on fundamental movement skills using the Move Well, Move Often 
resource. The week will be fun and practical in nature and will include workshops on gymnastics, dance, athletics, games, 
outdoor and adventure activities suitable for teachers of all classes from Infants - 6th. By participating in this course, you will 
also gain valuable insight into the practical use of assessment strategies for PE,  the School Self Evaluation process for PE and 
the Active School Flag. By developing physical literacy in your PE programme, you can support children in continuing to 
participate in physical activity throughout their lifespan, enhancing their overall wellbeing. 
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Team Teaching for Literacy  18TRA043 
 
Venue:              St John’s NS Kenmare Co Kerry 
Dates:                2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenters:       PDST  

 
This course will explore how team teaching can be used as an effective support model to meet the literacy needs of students 
in the mainstream classroom. Content will include an exploration of inclusion and identifying student priority learning needs in 
the context of the 2017 Guidelines for Primary Schools Supporting Pupils with SEN and The SEN Continuum of Support.  There 
will be a practical exploration of  the models of team teaching and how teachers can build effective collaborative relationships 
and innovate practice.  The course will explore in depth, with lots of practical classroom ideas and video samples, a range of 
literacy strategies suitable for team teaching including vocabulary development, the writing process, reading development 
and oral language instruction. 
The content of this seminar reinforces the key messages of the Team Teaching for Literacy whole day seminars which rolled 
out during the 2017/18 school year and builds on the feedback from teachers who attended that training. The seminar will be 
delivered by PDST Associates who are practising teachers with expertise in this area. 

                                                                         
  
                                                                                            

 
 

Exploring  Ireland’s  Seashore 18TRA035                                                      

Venue:                    Spa NS, The Spa , Tralee 

Dates:                     2nd – 6th July 2018                                                      

Presenters:              Dr. Noirín Burke 

The Explorers Education Programme™ aims to develop ocean literacy amongst teachers  enabling them to 
understand the ocean’s influence on us and our influence on the ocean and to support them to develop this 
literacy with their students. 

Course aims include 
 Increasing  and improving  the delivery of teaching and learning marine subjects in primary schools.  
 Engagement  with teachers providing an innovative teaching approach, ensuring marine literacy is 

accessible and relevant to the Irish primary school curriculum  
 Empowering  teachers to become ocean literate ensuring they are engaged marine citizens by developing 

their content knowledge.  
 Collaboration  with teachers to form an ocean literate network around Ireland. The course will provide 

marine experiences and inspiration for teachers, regarding the development of marine skills, promoting 
marine sustainability, as well as research, technology, development and innovation in the marine sector. 

 Promote dialogue and public engagement with teachers during the course in order to influence the 
development of education materials for use in their classroom and SSE. 
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 Topics covered on this Course will  include : Self Evaluation / Assessment of marine literacy, what is marine 
(ocean) literacy,Introduction to the seashore habitat and planning for Fieldtrips/Science – understanding 

tides and reading tide tables/Fieldwork on the seashore where teachers will be shown how to locate, 
identify and examine properties and characteristics of living things to their natural habitats /How to collect 
data on the % covers of animals and plants on the shore. Collation and interpretation of data collected on 
the shore./How to create a seashore workbook using scientific writing and drawing – identifying animals, 

plants and sand structure/Carrying out beach cleans, exploring the types and quantities of marine litter and 
how they degrade in the natural environment/Natural materials in art and construction/Marine topics and 
engineering and mathematics/Review of ICT and methods of engagement with marine literacy/Review of 

quizzes and games, surveys and reflection sheets/Mind mapping and sticker chart exercise. 
  

                                                           
 
 
 
 
Gaelic Games - enhancing the delivery of PE, and Integration with other subjects 18TRA044 
 
Venue:                CBS Primary School, Clonalour, Tralee Co Kerry 
Dates:                 2nd – 4th  July - Face to Face 
                            Thursday 5th  & Friday 6th July – online 
Presenter:         GAA Games Development Staff  
 
     This GAA Teacher Summer Course is a new blended course using the Association's new Learning and 
Development Community Portal available at www.learning.gaa.ie/. The face-to-face element runs over three days 
and approximately eight hours online training has to be completed thereafter. Being largely practical-based, it 
aims to introduce teachers to Gaelic games - hurling, Gaelic football, camogie, ladies Gaelic football, handball and 
rounders. The main objective of the courses is the advancement of teachers' pedagogical, teaching, learning and 
management skills in the context of the primary school Physical Education (PE) Curriculum. Furthermore 
participants will develop the ability to deliver elements of the PE curriculum through the medium of Gaelic games. 
An emphasis on numeracy and literacy programmes highlight the opportunity to integrate PE through a teaching 
curriculum by using the various resources developed by the GAA. 

 
           

http://www.learning.gaa.ie/
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Exploring Creative Craft Skills to enhance the delivery of Visual Arts Curriculum  18TRA033 

Venue:  The Brehon Hotel Killarney 
Dates:               2nd – 6th July 2018 
Presenters: Aidan Power   (CRAFTed) 

 
Creative Craft Skills to enhance the delivery of the Visual Arts Curriculum is a hands-on exploration of Drawing, 
Painting, Fabric & Fibre, Printmaking, Clay & Construction. Planning and designing craft based class projects and 
exploring themes, materials and skills that support an integrated process led approach to the curriculum.  Run in 
collaboration with the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland’s CRAFTed Programme.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Please note: August Courses on page 12 
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AUGUST 2018 

 

 
 
The Living Classroom 18TRA047 
 

Venue:  Gortbrack Organic Farm, Ballyseedy, Tralee.  
Date:   20th – 24th August 2018 
Presenter:  Ian McGrigor/Niamh Ní Dhúill 
 

The course is a practical hands - on week of learning in the beautiful setting of Gortbrack Organic Farm, Ballyseedy, 
Tralee.   
Elements covered include planning and designing the Living Classroom, basic gardening skills, outdoor classroom 
management and linking the formal and informal Curriculum within the Living Classroom. 
 Promoting Well-being through the Living Classroom  is a central feature of this Course. The objective is to 
introduce teachers to the concept of using the school grounds as an educational resource or ‘Living Classroom’ 
where practical activities can be undertaken to support and implement the Curriculum formally and informally.  
The development of Literacy and Numeracy skills and  the promotion of life skills leading to positive well-being and 
health are predominant themes throughout the Course. The Course which will also enable participants to work 
with their pupils to assess their particular school grounds and plan long term improvements. 
 

Mindfulness and Meditation through the medium of Art  18TRA048 

 
Venue:  The Education Centre Dromtacker Tralee                                 

Dates:  20th – 24th August 2018 

Presenter: Nikki Roberts 

                                                                  

This course provides the participants with tools to support their own mental health and wellbeing and that of their 
students through the medium of art and meditative practices.    In a relaxed and supportive environment it 
explores how art and meditation can be used to manage stress, increase ability to cope in challenging situations 
and build mental and emotional resilience.                                 

 
 


